
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samuel Townsend’s Undress Coat, c.1782  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Person 

Samuel Townsend, born at White Hall House, County Cork in 1733. He married Elizabeth 

Eikenhead c.1760 and they had two children, Elizabeth & Samuel. He had a highly successful 

military career during which he served with the 19th Regiment (the Green Howards) 11th 

March 1760 – 5th May 1769. During this time his only active service was at the siege of Belle 

Isle in 1761 where he was aide-de-camp (ADC) to General Kingsley. Belle Isle is a small island 

off the coast of Brittany, France which the British successfully captured during the Seven 

Years War. In 1769 he transferred to the 34th Regiment of Foot (now the Border Regiment) 

where he rose to Lieutenant-General in 1793. He died in 1794. 

The Green Howards Museum looks after two coats belonging to Samuel Townsend; a full 

dress and an undress coat which relate to his appointment to Major-General whilst serving 

with the 34th Regiment of Foot. The insignia of a Major-General consists of a crossed baton 

and sabre which can be seen on each button. Although the museum does not look after any 

uniform belonging to Samuel whilst he served with the 19th Regiment, a painting of him in 

19th Regiment uniform exists, dated 1766-1767. 

 

Samuel Townsend, dated 1766-1767, copy of an oil painting held in Gibraltar, Green 

Howards Museum collection. 



The Design 

Military uniforms followed civilian fashions closely. In civilian life this style of coat would 

have been typical formal attire of the fashionable 18th century man. The shape it creates 

gives the wearer a rounded chest and narrow waist. The coat is single-breasted with 3 hook 

fastenings at the chest. It is then cut to sweep away to the hips and so reveal the waistcoat. 

Although the museum only has the original coat in the collection, it would have likely been 

worn with a thigh length waistcoat and breeches. A civilian might have worn a highly 

decorated waistcoat to match the coat; military waistcoats were cream or white in colour.  

The shape of the blue facings mirror the cut of the coat, being slightly wider at the top and 

narrower towards the hips. 

The long side panels of the coat are closely fitted to the hips with extra fabric cut into the 

tails which creates a flared shape at the back. Large pockets have been inserted which span 

almost the entire width of each tail. They are wide enough and deep enough to store 

papers. It is clear that Samuel used these pockets as the lining of the tails has been 

stretched so much that it hangs below the exterior fabric in places. The pockets and lining 

therefore look unusually baggy.  

The sleeves of the coat are fashionably narrow, following the 18th century style. They are 

fitted closely to the arm by introducing a sharp bend at the elbow so reducing excess of 

fabric. The shoulder and side seams are cut to create a wide back, corresponding to the 

natural shape of Samuel’s shoulders. The epaulettes fasten onto the coat with a button at 

the base of the collar and are kept in place with a strap at the top of the sleeve. Metal 

bullion hangs from the edge of the shoulders giving the impression of broad and imposing 

shoulders.  

Metal decoration on the epaulettes is created using a technique called goldwork. This is 

metal wound around a thread to create a thick metal thread which can be stitched with. In 

this case it has been used to create a twisted decoration. The same technique has been used 

on the collar, cuffs and tails. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Top left: Tail pockets inserted into lining 

Top right: Fitted sleeve 

Bottom left: Shoulder and side seam configuration 

Bottom right: Epaulettes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item Measurements and Fabrics 

The Green Howards Museum looks after two of Samuel Townsend’s coats, one full dress 

and one undress. Both coats are hand-stitched and would have been tailored to fit 

Townsend himself.  

 

 

Collar & epaulette buttons:  

¼ inch or 8 mm diameter. 

Facing buttons: 5/8 inch or 

1.6 cm diameter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left hand side breast pocket 

measurements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pocket opening: 4 ½ inch or 11.5 cm 

Depth:      

4 inch or 

10 cm 
Depth:      

4 inch or 

10 cm 

 

Width: 4 inch or 10 cm 



 

 

Tail pocket measurements:  

 

Pocket opening:    

9 ½ inch or 24 cm 

Depth: 10 

inch or 25.5 

cm 
Depth: 10 

inch or 25.5 

cm 

Width: 9 inch or 23 cm 



 

Collar height: 

2 ¼ inch or 5.5 cm slanting to 

nothing at the front. 

Chest 

circumference:  

43 ½ inch or  

110.5 cm 

 

 

Waist 

circumference:  

41 inch or 104cm 

Facing width: 

 Top: 3 ¼ inch or     

8 cm 

 

 

 

 

 Middle: 3 3/8 inch 

or 8.5 cm 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bottom: 2 5/8 inch 

or 6.5 cm 



 

Nape to waist: 

21 ½ inch or 

54.5 cm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waist to hem: 

21 ½ inch or 

54.5 cm 

Left shoulder seam: 5 ½ inch 

or 14 cm 

Across the back: 

13 ½ inch or 

34.5 cm 

Width of back (at 

the top of the tails):                    

6 inch or 15 cm 

Right shoulder seam:             

5 ¾ inch or 14.5 cm 



 

 

 

 Sleeve length (inside 

seam):                      

19 inch or 48 cm 

Elbow width:        

6 inch or 15 cm 

Cuff height:  

 2 inch or 5 cm at 

longest point 

 3 1/8 inch or 8 cm at 

shortest point 

Sleeve length 

(back of sleeve 

seam): 25 inch 

or 63.5 cm 



         

Blue superfine broadcloth facing.            Red superfine broadcloth body.  

         

Cream silk serge lining.           White silk serge pocket. 

 

Goldwork embroidery. 


