
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Stansfeld’s Frockcoat, 1832-1837 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Person 

Robert Stansfeld; born 1805 Sowerby, died 1885 at Field House, Halifax. He was an active 

member of the military community both during and after his career. Robert joined the 19th 

Regiment of Foot 19th September 1826 and served in the West Indies. Service in the West 

Indies was fraught with danger due to the prevalence of diseases such as malaria and 

cholera. Two commanders of the regiment died during their service there. Robert survived 

and married Hannah Letitia, the daughter and heiress of the Chief Justice of the Island of 

Trinidad. He retired from the British Army on 2nd November 1832 but later joined his local 

militia where he rose from Captain in 1852 to Honorable Colonel in 1874. His obituary in the 

Halifax Guardian describes him as a typical country gentleman, heavily involved with his 

local community both military and civilian. He paid for and supervised the restoration of 

Sowerby Church as well as supporting the improvement of roads in his local district.  

This frockcoat was likely an item Robert acquired upon his promotion to Lieutenant on 2nd 

November 1832. The single-breasted style with a tall Prussian collar was introduced to the 

Green Howards Dress Regulations of 1822 and abolished in 1848.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image taken from “History of the Family of 

Stansfeld of Stansfield in the Parish of 

Halifax and its numerous branches” John 

Stansfeld. 

https://archive.org/stream/historyoffamilyo00stan#page/n11/mode/2up  

 

https://archive.org/stream/historyoffamilyo00stan#page/n11/mode/2up


The Design 

The frockcoat became fashionable formal day attire by the 1850s but had been worn since 

the early 19th century. The silhouette created was largely inspired by the hourglass figure of 

Prince Albert. The royal family were seen to be the pinnacle of Victorian values of family and 

respectability. With industrialisation allowing the professional and upper middle classes 

access to ready-made tailoring, many adopted the frockcoat as a symbol of respectability. 

Robert Stansfeld’s frockcoat is cut to create the same shape. The chest panel is cut so that 

the button edge is longer than the side seam. The extra fabric is used to create the rounded 

chest shape. This frockcoat is so well constructed that the chest panels partially retain their 

shape even when off the specially constructed mannequin.  

Waist compression is achieved initially through a waist seam. A leather band has been sewn 

over this seam on the interior with two hook fastenings. The hooks allow the wearer to pull 

the waist in smaller and the leather adds strength. As a result, the waist measurement is 

considerably smaller that the chest circumference. 

Including a waist seam also makes the construction of the skirts easier for the tailor, as the 

item can be cut in two sections. To give extra shape to the hips, additional fabric is cut into 

the skirts. The fabric gathers at the back of the garment, allowing the front to hang fairly 

straight. This once again creates an exaggerated hourglass figure, particularly when viewed 

from the side. Four regimental buttons mark pockets cut into the tails. Two are placed on 

the waist seam, two at the bottom of the pocket opening. Both pockets are cut vertically but 

the pocket is not concealed between the lining and interfacing, but instead attached to the 

exterior of the lining. 

Similar to Robert’s coatee, the sleeves of his frockcoat are cut to be narrow and fit the 

elbow without excess fabric. A plaquet has been cut into the cuff and two small regimental 

buttons attached. The sleeve is, in fact, so narrow that these buttons would have to be 

undone to fit a hand through. The top is similarly a puffed sleeve, another element evident 

in civilian frockcoats.  

The epaulettes of this frockcoat are colour matched to the main fabric, with gold lace and 

brass horseshoe decoration. They are fixed to the frockcoat using metal plates and are 

therefore heavy but secure. 

 

 



                   

Top left and below: Leather waistband with hook fastenings to create waist compression. 

Top right: Vertical tail pockets. 

 

 
 



                   

Top left: Sleeve shape. 

Top right: Cuff. 

Below: Shoulder and side seam configuration, epaulette and puffed sleeve. 

 

 



Item Measurements and Fabrics 

Similar to his coatee, Robert Stansfeld would have had this frockcoat made to measure. It 

would have been hand stitched.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cuff buttons: 5/8 inch or 1.5 cm diameter                   Coat buttons: ¾ inch or 2 cm diameter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 inch or 7.5 cm 

15 inch or 38 cm 
11 inch or 28 cm 

8 inch or 20.5 cm 

Pocket opening:     

7 inch or 18 cm 



 

Collar height:  

Front: 3 inch or 7.5 cm 

Back: 3 ½ inch or 9 cm 

Chest 

circumference: 

39 inch or 99 cm 

Waist 

circumference: 

30 5/8 inch or 78 

cm 



 

Across back: 13 inch 

or 33cm 

Shoulder seam: 

6 inch or 15 cm 

Shoulder seam:   

6 ½ inch or 17 cm 

Width of back 

(at top of 

tails): 2 inch 

or 5 cm 

Nape to waist: 

17 3/8 inch or 

44.5 cm 

Waist to hem: 

21 inch or 53.5 

cm 



 

Sleeve length 

(back of sleeve): 

27 ½ inch or    

70 cm 

Sleeve length 

(inside arm seam): 

22 inch or 56 cm 

Elbow width:   

6 inch or 15 cm 

Cuff height: 2 ½ inch 

or 6.5 cm 



         

Navy blue superfine broadcloth.           Black silk serge lining. 

         

Leather band.              Brass buttons.  

 

Brass and navy superfine broadcloth with gold lace epaulettes. 

 


