
 

 

 

 

 

 

John Henry Kirke’s Patrol Jacket,         

1867-1881 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Person 

Lieutenant Colonel John Henry Kirke (1833-1892) was born 16th December 1833 in Retford, 

Nottinghamshire. He served with the 19th Regiment during the Crimean War and saw action 

at the siege of Sevastapol 1854–1855 and the attack on the Redan, 18th June 1855, earning 

the campaign medal and Turkish medal. He also served with the regiment in the aftermath 

of India’s First War of Independence. The 19th Regiment arrived after the mutiny had been 

quashed and so were instead involved in guarding prisoners.  

Kirke died suddenly at Kempston Manor on 24th February 1892. An obituary published in 

the Bedfordshire Mercury on 5th March 1892 describes him as an intensely private man, 

only known well by a small circle of family and close friends. He was a Justice of the Peace 

and Deputy Lieutenant for Nottinghamshire. John left behind his wife, Flora, whom he 

married in 1863, and 4 daughters.  

 

Photograph of J H Kirke taken in 1861 wearing a different uniform (The Green Howards 

Museum Trust) 

 



The Design 

This patrol jacket has a defined military style. The Green Howards first wore this style of 

jacket in 1867. As the name suggests the jacket was part of undress uniform for wearing on 

active service. It is cut loosely to allow for ease of movement. Tails have been removed from 

all military uniforms by the late 1860s. A plaquet has been cut into the side seam giving an 

extra degree of flexibility. The garment is all-round a more practical garment to wear for 

drill and patrol. 

The jacket is constructed of navy blue superfine broadcloth and does very little to shape the 

body, unlike the designs of earlier uniforms. There is no additional padding on the chest. 

Indeed only a small amount of lining fabric has been added across the shoulders and down 

the centre line of the back. The illusion of a rounded chest and narrow waist is created 

through decorative braid on the front of the jacket. The braid is known as frogging and is 

looped across the chest. The length of the braid is shortened towards the waist to give the 

appearance of a waist.  

Frogging is also used on the pockets. The braid is looped in pairs and pockets are cut in 

between each braid. Two pockets are placed on the front of the stomach and a third is 

inserted at the left breast on the second row of frogging. Needle lace toggles are a 

decorative way of fastening the jacket. These are looped through the frogging. Behind these 

toggles are a series of hooks which run the length of the garment. Braid also decorates the 

back of the jacket and the sleeves which display an Austrian knot design. 

Adding further flexibility, the sleeves are cut considerably wider than previous uniforms. The 

sleeve is cut almost straight from shoulder to wrist, creating only a slightly curved cut for 

the elbow. As can be seen in the photographs this results in excess fabric but allows for a 

greater range of movement. The shoulder and back seams are cut wide with the top of the 

sleeve cut to be slightly off the shoulder, again giving room to move.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Top: Frogging and needle-lace toggle. 

Middle: Plaquet cut into side. 

Bottom: Front pockets. 

 



             
 

Top left: Austrian knot braid. 

Top right: Sleeve shape. 

Bottom: Shoulder and side seam configuration. 

 

 



Item Measurements and Fabrics 
By the 1860s military uniforms were stitched using machines, so speeding up production times. 

There is only a small amount of lining added to this garment along the shoulders and centre of back. 

This, and the loose fitting style of the garment, would also speed up the process of manufacture. 

 

Frogging braid: ¼ inch or 8mm wide     Needle lace toggles:   

1 ½ inch or 4 cm long 

½ inch or 1.5 cm at widest point 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pocket opening and width:       

5 7/8 inch or 15 cm wide 

Pocket depth:   

3 inch or 7.5 cm  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collar height:  

1 ¼ inch or 3.5 cm curving 

down to nothing at the front 

Waist: 36 inch or       

91.5 cm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full length (top of collar to hem):          

27 ½ inch or 70 cm 

Across back:         

16 inch or 40.5 cm 

Shoulder seam:    

7 inch or 18 cm 

Shoulder seam:    

7 inch or 18 cm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sleeve length: 

25 ½ inch or    

65 cm 

Elbow width:    

9 inch or 23 cm 



         

Navy blue superfine broadcloth.            Cream fine linen sleeve lining. 

  

Black superfine shalloon lining.   Yellow/green braid. 

 

Yellow braid used for frogging and needle lace toggle. 


